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THIS  DOCUMENT  CONTAINS  INFORMATION  AFFECTING  THE  NATIONAL  DEFENSE  OF 
THE  UNITED  STATES  WITHIN  THE  MEANING  OF  THE  ESPIONAGE  LAWS,  TITLE  18, 
U.S.C.,  SECTIONS  793  AND  794.  THE  TRANSMISSION  OR  THE  REVELATION  OF 
ITS  CONTENTS  IN  ANY  MANNER  TO  AN  UNAUTHORIZED  PERSON  IS  PROHIBITED  BY 
LAW. 


NOTICE:  When  government  or  other  drawings,  specifications  or  other 
data  are  used  for  any  purpose  other  than  in  connection  with  a  defi¬ 
nitely  related  government  procurement  operation,  the  U.  S.  Government 
thereby  incurs  no  responsibility,  nor  any  obligation  whatsoever;  and 
the  fact  that  the  Government  may  have  formulated,  furnished,  or  in  any 
way  supplied  the  said  drawings,  specifications,  or  other  data  is  not 
to  be  regarded  by  implication  or  otherwise  as  in  any  manner  licensing 
the  holder  or  any  other  person  or  corporation,  or  conveying  any  rights 
or  permission  to  manufacture,  use  or  sell  any  patented  invention  that 
may  in  any  way  be  related  thereto. 
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1.  Subject  report  Is  forwarded  for  review  and  evaluation  in  accordance 
with  paragraph  4b,  AR  525-15.  Information  of  actions  initiated  as  a 
result  of  subject  report  should  be  forwarded  to  ACSFOR  OT  UT  within  40 
days  of  receipt  of  covering  letter. 

2.  Information  contained  in  this  report  is  provided  to  insure  appropriate- 
benefits  in  the  future  from  lessons  learned  during  current  operations  ar.d 

•may  be  adapted  for  use  in  developing  training  material. 


BY  ORDER  0F_THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE.  ARMY 

$4  -  ■■■  "ir  *  /  r , 


a  r. 


1  Incl  KENNETH  G.  WICKHAM 

as  Major  General,  USA 

The  Adjutant  General 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 
HEADQUARTERS,  5TH  BATTALION  27TH  ARTILLERY 
APO  San  Francisco  96321 


AVFA-ATS-C  30  April  1970 

SUBJECT :  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned  5th  Battalion,  27th 
Artillery,  Period  Ending  30  April  1970,  KC^-CSFQR— 65  (R2)  (U) 


SEL  DISTRIBUTION 


1.  (C)  Operations:  Significant  Activities 

a.  Generali 

(1)  The  battalion’s  mission  daring  the  period  was  general  support 
•f  United  States,  Republic  of  Vietman  Armed  Forces  and  Free  World  Military 
Armed  Forces  in  the  Task  Force  South  area  of  operations.  The  battalion 
was  attached  to  I  Field  Force  Provisional  Artillery  Group  for  the  entire 
reporting  period, 

(2)  This  headquarters  maintains  liaison  elements  idth  Ninh  Thuar 
and  3inh  Thuan  Provinces,  2nd  Squadron  1st  Cavalry  and  the  44th  ARVN 
Infantry  Regiment  at  Song  Mao  and  the  1st  Battalion  (Mech),  50th  Infantry 
at  Phan  Thict,  TAC  CP’s  arc  maintained  in  Phan  Rang  and  Phan  Thiet  for 
command  and  control  of  three  assigned  batteries,  Battery  A,  4th  Battalion 
60th  Artillery  (4-1-142,  2-M55),  8th  Battalion,  26th  Artillery  (2-23"  S/L, 
1-30"  S/L).  The  TAC  CP  at  Phan  Thiet  also  provides  fire  support  coordin¬ 
ation  for  southern  Binh  Thuan  Province  to  include  ARVB  Artillery, 


b.  Operations: 


(l)  The  mission  of  Task  Force  South  remains  unchanged.  Its 
farces  are  comprised  of  the  2nd  Squadron,  1st  Cavalry;  1st  Battalion 
(Mech),  50th  Infantry  and  Company  C,  75th  Infantry  (Ranger)  in  coordin¬ 
ation  with  the  23rd  ARVN  Division  (Light)  which  is  comprised  of  the  44th 
.ad  53rd  ARVN  Infantry  Regiments.  During  the  reporting  period  this 
battalion  supported  combat  operations  which  irvolved  11  tactical  artillery 
:  iuvc.s ,  4  of  which  were  by  air.  There  are  63  Regional  Force  companies 
■rid  137  Popular  Force  platoons  within  our  area  of  operations.  On  1 
February  this  battalion  lost  control  of  Battery  C,  5th  Battalion,  22nd 
Artillery  to  its  parent  unit  and  Battery  B,  3rd  Battalion,  6th  Artillery 
(Sr)  departed  on  19  February  1970  for  further  deactivation  by  its 
parent  unit.  At  the  close  of  the  reporting  period,  firing  elements 
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controlled  by  this  unit 

wore  located 

as  follow: 

a/5/27 

AN  786067 

B/5/27(-) 

(f>-Hov) 

AN  817162 

B/5/27 

(t-How) 

AN  849242 

C/5/27(-) 

(4-How) 

BN  522483 

C/5/27(PLT)  (2-How) 

BN  268458 

(2)  Total  missions  flrod  by  types 


Confirmed  1 72 

Acquired  2,270 

Counterbattery  98 

Preparation  55 

Interdiction  143 

Special  Purpose  609 

Others  19 

Total  Missions  Fired  3,366 

Total  Rounds  Fired  24,200 

Results 

Kill  (BC)  15  Biinkers  Damaged  2 

Kin  (EST)  2  Secondary  Explosions  2 

Bunkers  Destroyed  4  Captured  1 (AK47) 

Aircraft  Utilisation 

m  M5S  S5A  Total 

Hours  480  233  243  3  959 

C.  Mission  Related  Activities : 

(l)  This  unit  is  converting  over  to  the  H102  howitzer.  To  dat. 
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S'.  ELECT:  Or  it.  rati  -i.nl  report  —  Lous-'RC  L.  rncd 

batteries  A  und  3  have  completed  the  turn  over  and  3attcry  C  is  in  th_ 
transition, 

2.  (C)  Lossons  Learned:  Commanders  observational  evaluations  and 

Recommendations. 

a.  Personnels  Kona 

b.  Intelligence: 

(1 )  Observation:  There  exists  a  critical  shortage  of  officer 
forward  observers  in  proportion  to  supported  maneuver  forces. 

Evaluation:  This  can  be  offset  for  the  most  part  by 
substitution  with  well  trained  and  highly  motivated  enlisted  personnel. 
However,  in  many  cases  these  personnel  cannot  give  the  advice  on 
artillery  employment  that  a  better  trained  officer  can  and  consequently 
advice  of  the  enlisted  observer  is  frequently  not  requested  by  the 
company  commander. 

Recommendation:  Recognizing  the  fact  that  the  officer 
forward  observer  situation  will  more  than  likely  not  improve,  the 
battery  commander  can  enhance  his  enlisted  forward  observers  knowledge 
and  effectiveness  by  frequent  field  visits  from  himself  and  his  officers 
to  help  bridge  any  existing  gaps.  Once  an  observer  wins  the  confidence 
of  his  company  commander  the  artillery1 s  effectiveness  increases  and 
its  use  in  a  direct  support  role  is  furthered. 

(2)  Observation:  In  most  cases  artillery  units  now  largely 
provide  for  their  own  security. 

Evaluation:  With  the  many  typos  of  mechanical  detection 
and  observation  devices  available  to  maneuver  units  the  overall  fire 
base  defense  can  be  incrcasedgreatly  by  the  use  of  these  devices  if  they 
can  be  obtained  more  readily  and  employed  at  battalion  level.  With 
the  absence  of  separate  maneuver  forces  providing  security  the  artillery 
fire  base  presents  a  most  lucrative  target  for  a  ground  attack.  It 
is  imperative  that  an  enemy  be  detected  as  early  as  possible  to  prevent 
penetration  of  its  perimeter. 

Recommendation:  That  all  artillery  battalions  be  authorized 
afreet  accuse  to  mechanical  detection  devices.  This  program  would 
e.  monitored  eirectly  by  the  S2  in  conjunction  with  the  fire  base 
commanders. 

c.  Operations; 

(l)  Observation:  Much  time  is  lost  between  locating  enemy 
n.-siticnc  by  sophisticated  detection  equipment  and  its  subsequent 
transmittal  to  artillery  units  capable  of  engaging  these  targets. 
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Evaluations  Due  to  the  control  of  detection  equipment 
on  a  high  level,  often  times  the  total  reaction  tine  before  engageme  r.t 
is  too  long  and/or  insufficient  information  is  provided  to  determine 
what  typo  munitions  to  employ#*  The  no  re  a  1  communication  channels 
do  not  appear  to  bo  adequate  to  handle  this  type  classified  and 
perishable  information  with  the  onset  of  thoso  devices. 

Reconnendationi  That  a  syston  of  immediate  readout 
down  to  battalion  level  be  provided  so  as  to  fully  exploit  this  potential . 

d.  Organization!  None 

o.  Training!  None 

f.  Logistics!  None 

g.  Communications!  None 

h.  Material!  None 

i.  Other! 

(l)  Observation!  A  unit's  TOE  calls  for  sufficient  generators 
to  power  only  that  equipment  authorized  by  the  TOE. 

Evaluation!  Sevoral  factors,  particular  to  the  climate 
and  disposition  of  fire  bases  in  South  Vietnam,  indicate  a  need  for 
an  additional  power  source  for  necessities  as  follows:  perimeter 
lights  refrigeration  units  for  field  messes,  emergency  power  reserve 
and  troop  welfare  items  such  as  fans.  A  commander  can  not  afford  to 
overtax  and  ruin  his  authorized  generators  and  TCE  rodificat.'1 .  ^ns  do 
not  lond  themselves  to  provide  this  typo  power. 

Reconr.cndatL'n:  That  each  battalion  be  authorized  a 
large  generator  per  base!  a  minimum  of  45  kilowatts. 


C AJ. 

/  JAMES  N.  BEIL 
^  LTC,  FA 

Commanding 
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AVFA-AT-D  (31  Jan  70)  1st  Ind 

SUBJBCTi  Operational  Report  of  5th  Battalion,  2?th  Artillery,  Period  Ending 
30  April  1970,  PCS  CSFQR-65  (R2)  (u) 

DA,  Headquarters,  I  Field  Force  Vietnam  Artillery,  APO  96350 

TOi  Com an ding  General,  I  Field  Force  Vietnaa,  ATTNi  AVFA-GC-OT,  APO  96350 


This  headquarters  has  reviewed  and  evaluated  subject  Operational  Report- 
LesBona  Learned  and  concurs.  The  following  comment  is  *ade  reference  para¬ 
graph  2c. 

Recoamend  further  study  be  conducted  to  determine  the  feasibility  of 
dedicating  readout  devices  to  battalion  level  on  a  selected  baais  to  reduce 
reaction  tiae. 

TOR  THE  COMMANDER i 

HALTER  J. 

Lieutenant  Colonel,  ADA 
Adjutant 

of  i 

DA,  C3TOR  (2) 

CO,  5th  Bn,  27th  Arty 


AVF/WOC-HIST  (30  April  70)  2d  Ind 

SU3JK3?:  Operational  Re  port- Lessens  learned,  :>tb  Bf.tt-J.ion,  27th  Artillery, 
Period  &idi ng  30  April  1970,  RCS,  Cu>PDR-65  (RJ2) 

DA,  Headquarters,  I  Field  Force  Vietnam,  AFC  -.K.  96350  i.  -i  *AV  tSTf. 

TO:  Ccsssanding  General,  United  State#  arrav  Vietnam,  ATTH:  AVUGC-OjI, 

APO  96375 

Tbis  headquarters  baa  reviewed  end  evaluated  subject  Operational  Report- 
Lea  son  a  learned  and  forwarding  indorsements  ana  ooncure. 
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SUBJETi 


(30  April  70)  3d  Ind 


Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Lttrntd  5th  Battalion,  27th 
Artillery,  Period  and log  jO  April  1970,  SCS  C3TCR-S5  (R2)(") 


Headquarters,  United  Stataa  Army  Viatnaa,  APO  San  Francisco  96375  1  1 


TO  1  Coaaaider  in  Chlaf,  Unltad  Stataa  Army  Pacific,  ATTN  1  GPOF-OT, 

APO  96558 

1,  (U)  Thin  headquarters  haa  reviewed  the  Operational  Report- Lessons 
Learned  for  the  quarterly  period  ending  30  April  197O  from  Headquarters, 

5th  Battalion,  27th  Artillery  and  concura  with  comments  of  indorsing 
head quart era, 

2.  (C)  Coaaenta  folio* 1 

a.  (C)  Reference  item  concerning  "Accesa  to  Mechanical  Detection 
Devices",  page  3,  paragraph  2b(2)i  concur,  It  la  assumed  the  racomsenda- 
tion  for  mechanical  detection  devices  refers  to  Surveillance,  Target 
Acquisition  and  Night  Observation  (STANO)  equipment  and  systems.  There 
are  no  restrictions  on  the  eaployment  of  theae  detection  devices  do*n  to 
artillery  battalion  level,  However,  due  to  high  coat  and  limited 
availability  it  is  neceasary  that  the  allocation  of  these  devices  be 
controlled  at  the  divislon/aeparate  brigade  level.  Such  controls  guarantee 
distribution  on  an  as  needed  basis  and  provide  for  an  effective  integrated 
target  acquisition  systea,  Unit  haa  been  so  advised. 

b.  (U)  Reference  item  concerning  "Sufficient  Generators",  page  4, 
paragraph  2l(l)i  concur.  Units  do  not  have  sufficient  equipment  for  tho 
operation  of  major  base  camps,  however  this  equipment  should  be  part  of 
the  baae  camp  TDA  and  not  authorised  on  the  unit's  TOE.  It  should  be 
noted  that  baae  camp  TDAa  submitted  to  USARPAC/DA  are  being  approved 
minus  PBtA  equipment.  This  headquarters  is  ~uare  of  the  problems  connected 
with  base  caap  TDAa  and  is  presently  working  on  a  standard  type  base 

camp  TDA  which  will  provide  neceasary  equipment  and  personnel  to  perform 
the  essential  base  casp  functions.  Mnit  has  been  so  advised. 


FOR  THE  COMMANDER  1 


Cy  fumi 

I  FTORCEV 

5th  Bn,  2?th  Arty 


(*!«  L,  W  Stevens  Jr. 
v ■  At  jC 
A4.sn.u1nt  Adji/u-  i  Ge< 
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CPOP-DT  no  Apr  70}  4th  Ind  <U) 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  HQ,  5th  Battalion  27th  Artillery  for 
Period  Ending  30  April  1970,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (R2) 

HQ,  US  Any,  Pacific,  APO  San  Francisco  96558  \  4  JUL  70 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 
Arsty,  Washington,  D,  C.  20310 

This  headquarters  concurs  in  subject  report  as  indorsed. 

FOR  THE  COHHANDER  IN  CHIEF: 


CPT,  AOC 

last  AO 
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Operational  Report  -  Leasons  Learned,  CO,  5th  Battalion  27th  Artillery 


*  OKteAlOVf Vi  MOT 1 1  (Typ*  «f  Fpp mi  focfua/f*  1 

_  Experiences  of  unit  enftaaed  in  counterinsurgency  operations. _  _ _ _ 

r  *uTmo«iii  (Pint  mm,  iIMN  imtntl,  J««i  mm) 

CG,  5th  Battalion,  27th  Artillery 

«  MKMOAT  OATS 

70.  TOTAL  HO  Or  PA&C* 

70.  HO.  or  Rtn 

30  April  1970 

11 

00.  COMTHICT  OM  (RANT  NO 

M>  OAlOlHA  TOR'J  REPORT  hOWDENlH 

»  fROJlC  t  MO 

N/A 

702009 

C. 

%0.  o  tm(h  report  NOlt)  (An y  OtM»  « umM/|  t>*f  7i«>-  6#  mmMlgntd  j 

A 

t/l<  •  MROflj 

*3  OlltNt  lUTIOM  tTATlWfNT 

_  _  .  _ - _ _ _ _ _ u 

It.  tURRLKUKNYARV  NOTCH 

U  IRONiORlNO  VIUTANV  activity 

N/A 

OACSKOR,  DA,  Washington,  D.C.  20310 
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